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fuccefs, and, in a month from the operation, was

completed ; and fhe remains free from pain from
that time to this.

P.S. I muft mention what feemed remarkable
upon the cafe : when the woman was put to bed, we
came to obferve the ftate of the eye, which appear’d
a little bigger than the other ; and having cut through
it, we found the humours very much confufed: the
aqueous humour was not fo clear as ufual, the
cryftalline lefs folid and tranfparent, and the vitreous
almoft reduced to a liquid ftate. 'The cift was very

firong and elaftic, and had a cavity large enough to
contain a large hen’s egg.

V. A Supplement to the Account of a difiem-
pered Skin, publifbed in the 424th Num-
ber of the Philofophical Tranfadions, By
Mpy. Henry. Baker, F. R. 5. :

Read Jan. 23, N the year 1731, a lad, fourteen years

1755 of age, was brought by his father
from Eufton-Hall, in Suffolk, and fhewn to the
Royal Society, on account of his having a cuticular
diforder, of a different kind from any mentioned in
the hiftories of difeafes.

The extraordinary cafe of this boy was drawn u
by Mr. John Machin, at that time one of the Secre-
taries of the Royal Society, and was publithed in
the Philofophical Tranfattions, N© 42:

As
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As more than four and twenty years ate now paft
fince this account was given, and the perfon therein
mentioned is ftill alive, and was lately thewn at Lon-
don, by the name of the Porcupine-man, with a
boy in the like condition, both which I faw, and
examined ; fome farther knowledge-of him may not,
I hope, be thought undeferving the attention of this
Royal Society.

His name is Edward Lambert. He is now forty
years of age ; a good-looking, well-thaped man, of a
florid countenance; and, when his body and hands
are covered, feems nothing different from other
people.  But except his head and face, the palms of
his hands, and bottoms of his feet, his fkin is all
over covered in the fame manner as in the year 1731,
which therefore I fhall trouble you with no other
defcription of, than what you will find in Mr. Ma-
chin’s account above-mentioned ; only begging leave
to obferve, that this covering feemed to me moft
nearly to refemble an innumerable company of warts,
of a dark-brown colour, and a cylindric figure, rifing
to a like height, and growing as clofe as poffible to
one another; but fo éiﬁ' and elaftic, that, when the
hand is drawn over them, they make a rufting noife.

When I faw this man, in the month of September
laft, they were fhedding off in feveral places, and
young ones, of a paler brown, fucceeding in their
room, which, he told me, happens annually in fome of
the autumn or winter months: and then he commonly
is let blood, to prevent fome little ficknefs, which he
elfe is fubject to whilft they are falling off. At other
times he is = ‘commoded by them no otherwife, than
by the fretting out his linen, which, he fays, th(ely
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do very quickly : and when they come to their full
owth, being then in many places near an inch in
%l(—eight, the preflure of his clothes is troublefome.

He has had the fmall-pox, and been twice falivated,
in hopes of getting rid of this difagreeable covering ;
during which diforders the warting came off, and his
ikin appeared white and fmooth, like that of other
people; but, on his recovery, foon became as it was
before. His health at other times has been very
good during his whole life.

But the moft extraordinary circumftance of this
man’s ftory, and indeed the only reafon of my giving

“you this trouble, is, that he has had fix children, all
with the fame rugged covering as himfelf: the firft
appearance whereof in them, as well as in him, came
on in about nine weeks after the birth. Only one
of them is now living, a very pretty boy, eight years
of age, whom I faw, and examined, with his father,
and who is exa&ly in the fame condition, which it
is needlefs to repeat. He alfo has had the fmall-
pox, and during that time was free from this dif-
order.

It appears therefore paft all doubt, that a race of
people may be propagated by this man, having fuch
rugged coats or coverings as himfelf: and, if this
fhould ever happen, and the accidental original be
forgotten, ’tis not improbable they might be deemed
a different fpecies of mankind : a confideration, which
would almoft lead one to imagine, that if mankind
were all produced from one and the fame ftock, the
black fkins of the negroes, and many other differ-
ences of the like kind, might poffibly have been ori-
ginally owing to fome f{uch accidental 4.ufe. M
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M. George Edwards, Librarian of the College of
Phyficians, having lately drawn, and etched ona
copper-plate, the hand of this boy, in fuch manner,
as- to fhew the pdlm free from thefe excrefcencies,
and its other parts covered with them; and alfoa
company of the excrefcencies, as they appear where
largeft; a copy of the faid plate, which I was fa-
vouréd with by him, is now prefented with this ac-

January 23, 1753,

VI. An Extrafl of the Subflance of Three
Letters from laac Jamineau, Efp; bis
Majefly’s Conful at Naples, to Sir Francis
Hofkins Eyles Stiles, Bart. and F. R. S.
concerning  the late Eruption of Mount
Vefuvius.

Alarger Extralt of N the firft of thefe letters, which is
read Jan. 9, 1755+ dated December 7, 1754, Mr. Ja-
mineau acquaints Sir Francis, that they were then
in the third day of an eruption of Vefuvius, which
already far exceeded the laft in 1741, and bids fair
to equal any of thofe fince the burial of Hercula-
neum. It is fome time that they have expected the
prefent, from foregoing circumftances, fimilar to,
though more extraordinary than, thofe of former
eruptions. Mr. Jamineau himfelf was witne(s to
the following ones. In April laft, the fire iflued
from one end of a hillock, in the fhape of a crefcent,
within the ¢.'’ , to which you defcended from the

upper
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